The Ante-Nicene Fathers: The Writings 
of the Fathers down to A.D. 325 


Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson 
(original translators and editors); Arthur 
Cleveland Coxe (editor of American edition, 
unauthorized; and author of annotations, notes, 
and introductions);Philip Schaff (also credited as 
editor);et al. 


1885 


Exported from Wikisource on June 6, 2022 


Volume I — The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr 
and Irenaeus 

Volume II — Fathers of the Second Century 

Volume II — Latin Christianity: Its Founder, Tertullian 
Volume IV — The Fathers of the Third Century 

Volume V — The Fathers of the Third Century 

Volume VI — The Fathers of the Third Century 

Volume VII — The Fathers of the Third and Fourth 
Centuries 

Volume VIII — The Fathers of the Third and Fourth 
Centuries 

Volume IX — Recently Discovered Additions to Early 
Christian Literature; Commentaries of Origen 

Volume X — Bibliographic Synopsis; General Index 
[not included] 


and is in the public domain worldwide because 
the author died at least 100 years ago. 


@ This work was published before January 1, 1927, 


Contents 


e Title Page 
o Preface 
o Introductory Notice 
e CLEMENT OF ROME 
o Introductory_Note to the First Epistle of Clement 
to the Corinthians 
o First Epistle to the Corinthians 
e MATHETES 
o Introductory_Note to the Epistle of Mathetes to 
Diognetus 
o Epistle to Diognetus 
* POLYCARP 
o Introductory Note to the Epistle of Polycarp to the 


o Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians 


o Introductory Note to the Martyrdom of Polycarp 
o The Martyrdom of Polycarp 

* IGNATIUS 
o Introductory Note to the Epistles of Ignatius 


o Epistle to the Ephesians: Shorter and Longer 


Versions 

o Epistle to the Magnesians: Shorter and Longer 
Versions 

o Epistle to the Trallians: Shorter and Longer 
Versions 


o Epistle to the Romans: Shorter and Longer 
Versions 
o Epistle to the Philadelphians: Shorter and Longer 
Versions 
o Epistle to the Smyrnaeans: Shorter and Longer 
Versions 
o Introductory_Note to the Syriac Version of the 
Ignatian Epistles 
Epistle to Polycarp: Syriac Version 
Epistle to the Ephesians: Syriac Version 
Epistle to the Romans: Syriac Version 
Introductory Note to the Spurious Epistles of 
Ignatius 
Epistle to the Tarsians 
Epistle to the Antiochians 
Epistle to Hero, a Deacon of Antioch 
Epistle to the Philippians 
Epistle from Maria of Cassobelae 
Epistle to Mary_at Neapolis 
First Epistle to St John 
Second Epistle to St John 
Epistle to Mary the Virgin 
Epistle from Mary the Virgin 
Introductory Note to the Martyrdom of Ignatius 
The Martyrdom of Ignatius 
e BARNABAS 
o Introductory Note to the Epistle of Barnabas 
o The Epistle of Barnabas 


5 


o O 0 Ọ 


o O O O O O O O 0 OỌO ỌO O 


e PAPIAS 


(e) 


(e) 


Introductory Note to the Fragments of Papias 
Fragments of Papias 


e JUSTIN MARTYR 


(e) 


o O O O O 0 0 0 O0 


(e) 


Introductory Note to the Writings of Justin Martyr 
The First Apology. 

The Second Apology 

Dialogue with Trypho 

The Discourse to the Greeks 

Hortatory_Address to the Greeks 

On the Sole Government of God 

On the Resurrection, Fragments 

Other Fragments from the Lost Writings of Justin 
Introductory_Note to the Martyrdom of Justin 
Martyr 

The Martyrdom of Justin Martyr 


e IRENAEUS 


(e) 


O O O 0 0 O 


(e) 


Introductory Note to Irenaeus Against Heresies 
Against Heresies: Book I 

Against Heresies: Book II 

Against Heresies: Book III 

Elucidation 

Against Heresies: Book IV 

Against Heresies: Book V 

Fragments from the Lost Writings of Irenaeus 


e Indexes [not included] 


Contents 


e Title Page 
e The Pastor of Hermas 
o Introductory Note 
Book First 
Book Second 
Book Third 
Elucidations 
* TATIAN 
o Introductory Note 
o Address to the Greeks 
o Fragments 
* THEOPHILUS 
o Introductory Note 
o Theophilus to Autolycus 
e ATHENAGORAS 
o Introductory_Note 
o A Plea for the Christians 
o The Resurrection of the Dead 
e CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA 
Introductory Note 
Exhortation to the Heathen 
The Instructor 
The Stromata, or Miscellanies 
o Who is the Rich Man that shall be saved? 
e Indexes [not included] 


o O 0 O 


[e] 
[e] 
(0) 
[e] 


Contents 


e Title Page 


e Second Title Page 
e Preface 
* Apologetic 


o O O O O 0 0 0 OO O 


(e) 


Title Page 

Introductory Note 
Apology. 

On Idolatry 

The Shows, or De Spectaculis 
The Chaplet, or De Corona 
To Scapula 

Ad Nationes 

An Answer to the Jews 
The Soul's Testimony 

A Treatise on the Soul 


e Anti-Marcion 


(e) 


o O O O O 0 0 O0 


Title Page 

Introduction, by the American Editor 
The Prescription Against Heretics 
The Five Books Against Marcion 
Against Hermogenes 

Against the Valentinians 

On the Flesh of Christ 

On the Resurrection of the Flesh 
Against Praxeas 


o Scorpiace 
o Appendix: Against All Heresies 
e Ethical 
o Title Page 
On Repentance 
On Baptism 
On Prayer 
Ad Martyras 
The Passion of the Holy Martyrs Perpetua_and 
Felicitas 
o On Patience 
e Indexes [not included] 


o O O 0 O 


Contents 


e Title Pages 
e Introductory Notice 
e Tertullian: Part Fourth 


(e) 


o O O O O O 0 O 0: O0 


Title Page 

On the Pallium 

On the Apparel of Women 
On the Veiling of Virgins 
To His Wife 

On Exhortation to Chastity. 
On Monogamy. 

On Modesty. 

On Fasting 

De Fuga in Persecutione 
Appendix 


e Minucius Felix 


(e) 


(e) 


(e) 


Title Page 
Introductory Note 
The Octavius of Minucius Felix 


e Commodianus 


(e) 


(e) 


Title Page 
The Instructions of Commodianus 


* Origen 


(e) 


(e) 


(e) 


Title Page 
Introductory Note 
Prefatory Notice 


10 


o Prologue of Rufinus 
o Origen De Principiis 
o A Letter to Origen from Africanus About the 
History_of Susanna 
o A Letter from Origen to Africanus 
o A Letter from Origen to Gregory. 
o Origen Against Celsus 
e Indexes [not included] 


11 


Contents 


e Title Pages 
e Preface 
e Hippolytus 


(e) 


(e) 


(e) 


(e) 


Title Page 

Introductory Notice 

The Refutation of All Heresies 

The Extant Works and Fragments of Hippolytus 


e Cyprian 


o O 0 O 


Title Page 

Introductory Notice to Cyprian 

Martyr. By Pontius the Deacon 

The Epistles of Cyprian 

The Treatises of Cyprian 

The Seventh Council of Carthage under Cyprian 
Treatises Attributed to Cyprian on Questionable 
Authority. 


e Caius 


(e) 


(e) 


(e) 


Title Page 
Introductory Notice to Caius, Presbyter of Rome 
Fragments of Caius 


e Novatian 


(e) 


Title Page 


12 


o Introductory Notice to Novatian, a Roman 
Presbyter 
o A Treatise of Novatian Concerning the Trinity 
o On the Jewish Meats 
* Appendix 
o Title Page 
o Acts and Records of the Famous Controversy 
About the Baptism of Heretics 
o Anonymous Treatise Against the Heretic 
Novatian 
o Anonymous Treatise on Re-baptism 
e Indexes [not included] 


13 


Contents 


e Title Pages 
e Introductory Notice 
* Gregory Thaumaturgus 
o Title Page 
o Introductory_Note 
o Acknowledged Writings 
o Dubious or Spurious Writings 
* Dionysius 
o Title Page 
o Introductory_Note 
o Extant Fragments 
o Exegetical Fragments 
o Note by the American Editor 
* Julius Africanus 
o Title Page 
o Introductory Notice 
o The Epistle to Aristides 
o Narrative of Events Happening in Persia on the 
Birth of Christ 
Extant Fragments of the Chronography. 
o The Passion of St. Symphorosa_and Her Seven 
Sons 
o Elucidations 
* Anatolius and Minor Writers 
o Title Page 


[e] 


14 


o O O O O 0 0 Ọ 


(e) 


Introductory Notice 
Anatolius of Alexandria 
Alexander of Cappadocia 
Theognostus of Alexandria 
Pierus of Alexandria 
Theonas of Alexandria 
Phileas 

Pamphilus 

Malchion 


e Archelaus 


Title Page 

Introductory Notice 

Acts of Disputation 

A Fragment of the Same Disputation 
Elucidations 

General Note 


* Alexander of Lycopolis 


(e) 


(e) 


(e) 


(e) 


Title Page 
Introductory Notice 
Of the Manichaeans 
Elucidation 


e Peter of Alexandria 


(e) 


o O O 0 0 O0 


Title Page 

Introductory Notice 

The Genuine Acts of Peter 

Canonical Epistle 

Note by the American Editor 
Fragments from the Writings of Peter 
Elucidations 


15 


e Alexander of Alexandria 


(e) 


(e) 


(e) 


(e) 


Title Page 

Introductory Notice 

Epistles on the Arian Heresy 
Elucidations 


e Methodius 


(e) 


o O O O O O O 0 0 OỌO O0 


(e) 


Title Page 

Introductory Notice 

Banquet of the Ten Virgins 

Concerning Free-Will 

From the Discourse on the Resurrection 
Fragments 

General Note 

Oration Concerning Simeon and Anna 
Oration on the Palms 

Fragments from the Homily on the Cross 
Other Fragments 

Two Fragments, Uncertain 

General Note 


e Arnobius 


(e) 


(e) 


(e) 


Title Page 
Introductory Notice 
Adversus Gentes 


e Indexes [not included] 


16 


Contents 


e Title Page 
e Introductory Notice 
e Lactantius 
o Introductory Notice to Lactantius 
o The Divine Institutes 
o A Treatise on the Anger of God Addressed to 
Donatus 
o On the Workmanship of God, or the Formation of 
Man 
o Of the Manner in Which the Persecutors Died 
o Fragments of Lactantius 
e Venantius 
o On Easter 
e Asterius Urbanus 
o Introductory Notice 
o The Extant Writings of Asterius Urbanus 
e Victorinus 
o On the Creation of the World 


John 
e Dionysius 
o Introductory Notice 
o Against the Sabellians 
* The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles 
o Introductory Notice 


17 


(e) 


(e) 


Introductory Notice by Professor M. B. Riddle, 
D.D 
The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles 


* Constitutions of the Holy Apostles 


(e) 


o O O O O 0 O0 


(e) 


Introductory Notice 
Book I 

Book II 

Book III 

Book IV 

Book V 

Book VI 

Book VII 

Book VIII 


* The Second Epistle of Clement 


ie) 


(e) 


(e) 


Introductory Notice 

Introductory Notice by Professor M. B. Riddle, 
D.D 

The Homily 


e The Nicene Creed 
e Early Liturgies 


(e) 


(e) 


(e) 


(e) 


Introductory Notice 

The Divine Liturgy of James the Holy Apostle 
and Brother of the Lord 

The Divine Liturgy of the Holy Apostle and 


The Liturgy of the Blessed Apostles 
Elucidations 


e Indexes [not included] 


18 


Contents 


e Title Pages 
e Introductory Notice 
e The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs 


(e) 


o O 0 Ọ 


Title Page 

Introductory Notice 

The Testament of Reuben Concerning Thoughts 
The Testament of Simeon Concerning Envy 

The Testament of Levi Concerning the Priesthood 
and Arrogance 

The Testament of Judah Concerning Fortitude, 
and Love of Money,_and Fornication 

The Testament of Issachar Concerning Simplicity 
The Testament of Zebulun _ Concerning 
Compassion and Mercy, 

The Testament of Dan Concerning Anger and 
Lying 

The Testament of Naphtali Concerning Natural 
Goodness 

The Testament of Gad Concerning Hatred 

The Testament of Asher Concerning Two Faces 
of Vice and Virtue 

The Testament of Joseph Concerning Sobriety 
The Testament of Benjamin Concerning a Pure 
Mind 

Note by the American Editor 


19 


Excerpts of Theodotus 

o Title Page 

o Introductory Notice 

o Excerpts of Theodotus 
Two Epistles Concerning Virginity 

o Title Page 

o Introductory Notice 

o First Pseudo-Clement 

o Second Pseudo-Clement 
Pseudo-Clementine Literature 

o Title Page 

o Introductory Notice 

o The Recognitions of Clement 

o The Clementine Homilies 
Apocrypha of the New Testament 
Title Page 
Introductory Notice 
Translator's Introductory_Notice 
The Protevangelium of James 
The Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew 
The Gospel of the Nativity of Mary 
The History_of Joseph the Carpenter 
Gospel of Thomas: First Greek Form 
Gospel of Thomas: Second Greek Form 
Gospel of Thomas: Latin Form 
The Arabic Gospel of the Infancy of the Saviour 
Acts of Pilate: First Greek Form 
Acts of Pilate: Second Greek Form 
Descent of Christ into Hell: Greek Form 


20 


o O O O O O O O O 0 0 O O80 O0 


o O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O 0 oO oO O0 


O 


O 


o O 0 O 


Acts of Pilate: Latin Form 

Christ's Descent into Hell: Latin. First Version 
Christ's Descent into Hell: Latin. Second Version 
Letter of Pontius Pilate 

Report of Pilate: First Greek Form 

Report of Pilate: Second Greek Form 

The Giving Up of Pontius Pilate 

The Death of Pilate, Who Condemned Jesus 

The Narrative of Joseph 

The Avenging of the Saviour 

Acts of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul 

Acts of Paul and Thecla 

The Acts of Barnabus 

The Acts of Philip 

Acts and Martyrdom of the Holy Apostle Andrew 
Acts of Andrew and Matthias 

Acts of Peter and Andrew 

Acts and Martyrdom of St. Matthew the Apostle 
Various Acts of Thomas 

Consummation of Thomas the Apostle 
Martyrdom of the Holy and Glorious Apostle 
Bartholomew 

Acts of the Holy Apostle Thaddaeus 

Acts of the Holy Apostle and Evangelist John the 
Theologian 

Revelation of Moses 

Revelation of Esdras 

Revelation of Paul 

Revelation of John 


21 


(e) 


The Book of John Concerning the Falling Asleep 
of Mary 

The Passing of Mary: First Latin Form 

The Passing of Mary: Second Latin Form 


e The Decretals 


o O O O O 0 0 0 O0 


(e) 


Title Page 

Introductory Notice 

The Epistles of Zephyrinus 

The Epistles of Pope Callistus 
The Epistle of Pope Urban First 
The Epistles of Pope Pontianus 
The Epistle of Pope Anterus 
The Epistles of Pope Fabian 
Decrees of Fabian 

Elucidations 


e Memoirs of Edessa And Other Ancient Syriac 
Documents 


o O O O O 0 0 Ọ 


O 


Title Page 

Introductory Notice 

The Story Concerning the King of Edessa 

A Canticle of Mar Jacob the Teacher on Edessa 
Extracts Concerning Abgar and Addaeus 

The ‘Teaching of Addaeus the Apostle 

The Teaching of the Apostles 

The Teaching of Simon Cephas in the City of 
Rome 

Acts of Sharbil 

Elucidation 

Martyrdom of Habib the Deacon 


22 


o Martyrdom of the Holy Confessors Shamuna, 
Guria, and Habib, from Simeon Metaphrastes 
Moses of Chorene 

Homilies, Composed by_Mar Jacob 

Introduction to Ancient Syriac Documents 
Bardesan, The Book of the Laws of Divers 
Countries 

o A Letter of Mara, Son of Serapion 

o Ambrose 

Elucidations 

* Remains of the Second and Third Centuries 

Title Page 

Introductory_Notice 

Quadratus, Bishop of Athens 

Aristo of Pella 

Melito, the Philosopher 

Hegesippus 

Dionysius, Bishop of Corinth 

Rhodon 

Maximus, Bishop of Jerusalem 


o O 0 O 


[e] 


o O O O O 0 0 O 0 O0 


Theophilus, Bishop of Caesarea in Palestine 
Serapion, Bishop of Antioch 

Apollonius 

Pantaenus, the Alexandrian Philosopher 
Pseud-Irenaeus 

Note by the American Editor 


23 


o O O O O 0 O0 


o Elucidation 
o Note 
e Indexes [not included] 


24 


Contents 


e Title Page 
e Preface 
* The Gospel of Peter 
o Introduction 
o The Gospel According to Peter 
o Synoptical Table 
e The Diatessaron of Tatian 
o Introduction 
o Introductory_Notes 
o The Diatessaron 
o Subscriptions 
* The Apocalypse of Peter 
o Introduction 
o The Apocalypse of Peter 


e The Vision of Paul 
o Introduction 
o The Vision of Paul 


Concerning the Chastisements 
* The Apocalypse of Sedrach 
o Introduction 
o The Apocalypse of Sedrach 


25 


The Testament of Abraham 
o Title Page 
o Introduction 
o The Testament of Abraham 
The Acts of Xanthippe and Polyxena 
o Introduction 
o Life and Conduct of the Holy Women, Xanthippe, 
Polyxena,_and Rebecca 
The Narrative of Zosimus 
o Introduction 
o The Narrative of Zosimus Concerning the Life of 
the Blessed 
The Epistles of Clement 
o Title Page 
Introductory Notice to 1st Clement 
Additional Introduction 
The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians 
Introductory Notice to 2nd Clement 
The Second Epistle of Clement 
Apology_of Aristides 
o Title Page 
o Introduction 
o Inthe history of Barlaam and Josaphat 
o Translated from the Syriac 
The Passion of the Scillitan Martyrs 
o Title Page 
o Introduction 
o The Passion of the Scillitan Martyrs 
Origen on John 


o O O 0 O 


26 


o Introduction 

o Letter of Origen to Gregory 

o Origen's Commentary on the Gospel of John 
* Origen on Matthew 

o Introduction 

o Origen's Commentary_on Matthew 
e Indexes [not included] 


27 


28 


About this digital edition 


This e-book comes from the online library Wikisource!#!, 
This multilingual digital library, built by volunteers, is 
committed to developing a free accessible collection of 
publications of every kind: novels, poems, magazines, 
letters... 


We distribute our books for free, starting from works not 
copyrighted or published under a free license. You are free 
to use our e-books for any purpose (including commercial 
exploitation), under the terms of the Creative Commons 
Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported!?! license or, at your 
choice, those of the GNU FDL!2!. 


Wikisource is constantly looking for new members. During 
the transcription and proofreading of this book, it's possible 
that we made some errors. You can report them at this 
page! 


The following users contributed to this book: 


e Quadell 

e Beeswaxcandle 

e Billinghurst 

e Jusjih 

e Arlen22 

* George Orwell III 


29 


Boris23 
Bender235 
AzaToth 
Tene~commonswiki 
Bromskloss 
KABALINI 
Ffffrr 
Rocket000 
Bob Burkhardt 
Korrawit 
Dadofsam 
Sherurcij 
Koavf 
PatriciaR 


. t_https://en.wikisource.org 

. t_https://www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0 
. t_https://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html 

Ni 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Wikisource:Scriptorium 


30 


